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Vision Statement 

Crofton Woods 

Elementary is a 

respectful, 

responsible 

community providing 

engaging 

experiences and 

inspiring tomorrow’s 

leaders to discover, 

integrate, and grow. 
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 I can still feel it!  A dew-soaked step, a light damp mist brushing 

against my face, and the first sight of gold tipped sapphire, violet, and 

auburn clouds emerging from the darkness.  It’s the sense of the 

morning, just about to dawn. I was about to see the birth of a day 

across the vast expanse of the ocean.  I am not, as they say, a 

“morning person”, but a sleepless tussle with the covers one morning 

left me realizing that a rare opportunity was calling, beckoning me to 

crawl out of bed and witness the daybreak.  I was glad I did.  Sunrise 

is fascinating.  It starts out so slowly, backlighting the rest of the sky, 

creating a constant and mind-bending kaleidoscope of change.  Then, 

in one sudden decisive moment, time seems to accelerate.  In a 

matter of seconds, the sun is shining, immense and absolute.  

What does that have to do with us and with the beginning of the 2020-21 school year? Our kids are 

very much like that sunrise.  Children seem to grow slowly at first then, subtly and beautifully changing. 

Then “suddenly”, as if it’s a surprise, we see that those children are growing before our eyes, their 

lights rising and shining, immense and absolute.  At Crofton Woods, we get the awesome privilege, 

along with you, of helping to grow and fuel those lights in the world.  We love that!  We are keenly 

aware that every single child whose lives we touch at Crofton Woods has their own unique and special 

light to shine. Those are the lights that will burn brightly into the future and can take this country to its 

full potential, a future with justice, with empathy, with equity, and with love. Our theme this year en-

courages every student to ”Let Your Light Shine!”. What a crucial message as we enter another unique 

virtual school experience.  We want every student to find her/his unique light this year and let it shine! 

But first, we have some new bright shining stars to introduce to you as part of our Crofton Woods 

family this school year. I’m beaming with pride as I introduce you to our newest staff members: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know you’ll give them a warm hello and help them glow as they Discover, Integrate and Grow 
along with us!        

Mrs. R. Lynn Birus, Principal 

 Mrs. Erin Anderson: Grade 5:  Mrs. Anderson has subbed for us several times so we are thrilled to have her 
as a permanent Crofton Woods teacher 

 Mrs. Abike Anoka: Counselor– We are very excited to let you know that we have been given another full 
time counseling position. Mrs. Anoka has been a counselor for several years in another county.  

 Mrs. Gena Batchelder: Special Ed– You may know her as a CWES parent and now she’s a CWES teacher. 

 Mrs. Joanna Bibeault: Part Time Reading– This is an additional PT position and Mrs. Bibeault comes from 
Point Pleasant.  

  Ms. Aubree Hall: Kindergarten– Ms. Hall is coming from Van Bokklen Elementary 

 Mr. Chris Hersl PE:- part time- Mr. Hersl has a tremendous amount of experience in other counties and at 
the Md. State Dept of Ed,  

  Ms. Samantha Lerch: Art– Ms. Lerch is coming to us fresh out of school and ready to begin her teaching 
career.  

  Mrs. Christine Ogden: Kindergarten- Mrs. Ogden has been many places through the military and is an ex-
perienced teacher from  Virginia and many other places.  

  Ms. Chelsea Miller: Grade 4– Ms. Miller has been teaching 4th grade at Point Pleasant.  

mailto:rbirus@aacps.org
mailto:cbuonassisi@aacps.org
https://www.aacps.org/Page/4238


 

 

September  
 

Sept. 3 

1pm -Virtual New 

Student Orientation  

 

2pm - Virtual Sneak-a-

Peek  

 

Sept. 8 

1st day for grades 1-5 

 

Sept. 8 & 9 

Kindergarten virtual 

conferences 

 

Sept. 10, 11 & 14 

Staggered Kindergarten  

 
Sept. 10 

Virtual  

Back to School Night 

 

Sept 15 

1st day for all 

Kindergarten 

 

Sept 28 

No School 

 

 
AACPS Calendar  

 

 

Don’t forget to check out all the flyers at the end of the 

newsletter.  

March 8th 

      September 10, 2020 

                6:30pm 

*A link will be sent out for a virtual BTS Night 

Staff Emails link here 

Virtual 

AACPS buildings and offices will be open for business 

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, though 

public interactions will be by appointment  only. 

Main # 410-222-5805  Alt  #410-721-1054 

 

Virtual Learning  website 

for families to learn 

about AACPS Virtual 

Learning, get their 

questions answered 

through FAQs, and 

receive timely updates 

on everything related to 

virtual learning.  

     LATEST NEWS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

www.aacps.org/virtuallearning 

https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=10775&dataid=27782&FileName=1920calendar.pdf
https://www.aacps.org/Page/4245
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aacps.org%2Fvirtuallearning&data=01%7C01%7CECORNETT%40AACPS.org%7C62417168958244c7596908d84b01e9e6%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=%2BNA6y2cMxilBfRN3oK3pEOptDTY%2FeyE3erizocfXYp


 

 

October 
 

Oct. 12 & 13 

No School - Parent/

Teacher Conferences 

 

Oct. 21 

2 hr. Early dismissal 

 

November 
 

Nov. 3 

No School 

 

Nov. 12 & 13 

2 hr. Early dismissal 

 

Nov. 13 

Last day of 1st marking 

period 

 

Nov. 16-20 

American Education 

Week 

 

November 24 

Report Card distribution 

 

Nov. 25-27 

No School   
 

Helping Your Child Succeed With   
    Virtual Learning 
 

 Hello Crofton Woods families and welcome back! We 
hope the start of this school year finds you and your loved 
ones safe and well! It is certainly a different type of school 
year ahead of us.  We are excited and committed to 
making the best of our virtual learning journey. 

So how are you and your kiddos feeling about starting the 
year in a virtual learning environment? Excited? Nervous? 
Sad? A little of all? Whatever you are feeling is perfectly 
normal and ok.  As a parent it’s important to stay positive 

and remember that little ones are extremely tuned in to your feelings and opinions about things.  
The more positive you are, the more positive and successful your child(ren) will be.  

Here are some important things to DO now to prepare your child for virtual learning: 

 Set up a Dedicated Learning Space.   

• Pick a spot where your child can concentrate and work without distractions but where 
you can monitor their school work, like a desk or table.  

• Make sure each child to has a learning space of their own.  

• Be sure there is an outlet close by to keep their device charged up.  

• Check out the backdrop and what others will be seeing when students are meeting live 
to be sure there’s nothing overly distracting to others. 

 Gather and Organize Supplies:  

• Be sure your child has all the supplies he/she will need to complete assignments in 
their learning space, including earphones and power cords.  

• Use a plastic tub or even cover a cardboard box to keep supplies organized and handy. 

 Test Each Device:  

• Take time now to set up and test your child’s Chromebook or laptop prior to the first 
day of school to be sure there are no technical issues with connecting or logging in. 

 Discuss Expectations:   

• Keep a consistent bedtime time and routine. 

• Make sure they are up, teeth brushed, had breakfast, wearing appropriate clothes and 
are seated and ready to learn at 8:30am (3rd to 5th) or 9:00 am (K-2). 

• Be sure your kids know and understand your expectations and the teacher’s 
expectations for behaviors and work completion.   

 Incorporate Physical Activity – obviously there will be a lot of screen time involved with 
virtual learning; therefore, it may be important for you to incorporate physical activities 
into your kids’ daily schedule.  

• Turn on a “Go Noodle”, or something fun before the school day begins 

• Be sure to have them go outside  and play after lunch and/or after school 

• Take a family bike ride or walk after dinner 

Here are some important DON’Ts will help virtual learning be successful:  

 Please don’t allow students to do their schooling from bed. 

 Keep other electronic devices away from your child while they are in class. 

 Make sure the TV is not on and that toys are not available during class. 

 

We hope this helps give you a little guidance with how to help your child(ren) get ready for the 

virtual school year. We look forward to another great year together! 

Mrs. Angie Martin, CWES School Counselor: ammartin2@aacps.org 

Mrs. Abike Anoka,  CWES School Counselor: aanoka@aacps.org 



 

 

PowerSchool Parent Portal is a powerful, easy-to-use, 
secure communication tool connecting parents/
guardians and schools. 

Using the PowerSchool student information system, 
the Parent Portal allows collaboration to improve 
student achievement. 

Online access to student schedules, assignments, 

class grades and attendance information makes it 

easier for parents to monitor progress of students, in 

grades 1 through 12, in real time. 

 

 

 

December 
 

Dec. 9 

2 hr. Early dismissal 

 

Dec 24 - Jan. 1 

No School 

 

 

January 
 

Jan. 18 

No School 

 

Jan. 28 & 29 

2hr. Early dismissal  

 

Jan. 29 

Last day of 2nd marking 

period 

 

 
 

 See the PTA Letter (attached) and  

Don’t forget to visit the PTA 

website.CWESPTA 

C W E S 

https://www.aacps.org/parentportal
https://www.cwespta.net/

